
WEST PORTAL 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT 
DISTRICT 

The WPCBD is approximately 3 linear blocks.  It includes all parcels that front West 
Portal Avenue between Ulloa Street and 14th Avenue, and parcels on the southeast 
side of West Portal Avenue between 14th Avenue and 15th Avenue.  It also  
includes the public library, Muni transfer station and the parcels on both sides of Ulloa 
Street between West Portal Avenue and Claremont Boulevard.  A map of the proposed 
WPCBD boundaries is attached.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Levy of assessments upon real property that specially benefit from the proposed  
services and activities. 

Annual assessments are calculated based upon each property’s special benefit  
received from the identified services and activities and their relative cost.  The  
assessment factors are based on building square footage and linear street frontage.  
The first year’s assessment rates per foot are as follows:  

Introduction 

Location 

Developed by a coalition of property and business owners, the West Portal Community 
Benefit District (“WPCBD”) is a proposed benefit assessment district designed to  
improve and convey special benefits to properties within the central business district of 
West Portal Avenue.  The WPCBD is being established pursuant to the state law; the 
“Property and Business Improvement District Law of 1994”, as amended and  
augmented by Article 15 of the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code.  
The West Portal WPCBD will provide new services and activities, including; enhanced 
maintenance, streetscape improvements and economic development activities above 
and beyond what the City currently provides.   

Services and 
Activities 

Provided 

Budget 

 Maintenance, Beautification, Streetscape and Safety:  Programs that provide 
a cleaner and more aesthetically appealing environment for businesses,  
employees and pedestrians, as well as enhanced security efforts to provide a safer 
environment. 

 Promotion and Economic Development:   Activities to support the growth 
and vitality of existing businesses, attract new businesses, and enhance the image 
of West Portal as a destination for consumer and investment revenues. 

Total WPCBD assessment budget for its first year of operation is $212,898. 

Method of 

Financing 

Assessments 

Category Annual Assmt Rate Monthly Assmt Rate 

Linear Street Frontage $31.2425 $2.6035 

Building Square Footage $0.1648 $0.0137 
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CPI  

Adjustments 

The WPCBD budget and assessments may be adjusted for inflation based on the  
consumer price index (CPI) for the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Area for all urban 
consumers not to exceed 5% annually to keep pace with the consumer price index and 
other program costs.  

Future  

Development 

Pursuant to Government Code 53750, total footage for parcels will be assessed on a 
prorated basis from the date each respective parcel receives a temporary and/or  
permanent certificate of occupancy.  As a result, the district’s total maximum budget 
likely will increase when parcels are developed.  The total maximum budget amount for 
any future development is anticipated not to exceed (5%) of the previous year’s budg-
et, and increases shall not require a vote as methodology and assessment rates do not 
change. 

Collection Assessments will appear as a separate line item on the annual County of San  
Francisco Property Tax bills or as a separate handbill from the County. 

City Services The Board of Supervisors, by adopting this plan, will confirm its intention to ensure an 
existing level of services in the district equivalent to the level that is being provided 
elsewhere in the City.  

District  

Formation 

District formation requires submission of petitions in support from property owners  
representing at least 30% of the total proposed assessments. If this threshold of 30% is 
reached, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) may adopt a Resolution of Intent to propose 
forming the district and to levy the assessments for 15 years. 
  
If the Resolution of Intention is approved by the BOS, the Department of Elections of 
the City and County of San Francisco will mail out assessment ballots to all owners of 
properties included in the proposed district. The BOS will hold a public hearing 45 days 
or more after adopting the Resolution of Intent. Following the close of the public  
hearing, the returned assessment ballots will be tabulated. The assessment ballots are 
weighted in accordance with the amount of the annual assessment on each parcel, in 
relation to all proposed assessments. In the event that the weighted assessment ballots 
cast in opposition exceed the weighted assessment ballots in support, there will be a 
“majority protest” and the Board of Supervisors will be precluded from establishing the 
District.  

Duration If established, assessments would be collected for fifteen years (July 1, 2015 through 
June 30, 2030). Expenditure of those collected assessments can continue for up to six 
months after the end of the assessment collection period (December 31, 2030), at 
which point the District would terminate, if not renewed.  



The WPCBD will have a governing board, the Board of Directors of the Owners’ Asso-
ciation, pursuant to Section 36650 and 36651 of the Streets and Highways Code.  The 
Owners’ Association will annually review the WPCBD budgets and policies within the 
limitations of the Management District Plan and file annual reports with the Board of 
Supervisors.  The Owners’ Association will incorporate as a non profit organization pur-
suant to the State corporations Code and will enter into a contract with the City and 
County of San Francisco to administer the district.  
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